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Regulatory Benchmark Disclosure 

ASIC has developed seven disclosure benchmarks for OTC CFDs that can help retail 
investors understand the risks associated with CFDs, assess their potential benefits 
and decide whether CFDs are suitable for them. More information about the 
disclosure benchmarks can be found in ASIC Regulatory Guide 227. 

This table sets out which benchmarks Plus500AU meets and refers to related 
disclosure information that describes how we meet the benchmarks: 
 

DISCLOSURE BENCHMARK MEETS BENCHMARK? RELATED INFORMATION 

Client Qualification 
Addresses the issuer’s 
policy on investors’ 
qualification for CFD 
trading 

Yes 

Trading in CFDs is not suitable for 
everyone because of the significant 
risks involved. As such, Plus500AU 
assesses client qualifications and 
experience when potential clients 
apply to open an account.   
 
Further information can be found in 
ASIC Benchmark- Client Qualification in 
the PDS.  

Opening Collateral 
Addresses the issuer’s 
policy on the types of 
assets accepted from 
investors as opening 
collateral 

No 

It is suggested that a limit of $1,000 be 
accepted for opening payments made 
by credit card.  Plus500AU does not 
meet this benchmark to the extent 
that it accepts credit card payments of 
> 1,000 AUD as opening collateral.  
 
Further information can be found in 
ASIC Benchmark –Opening Collateral in 
the PDS.   

Counterparty Risk – 
Hedging 
Addresses the issuer’s 
practices in hedging, its 
risk from client positions 
and the quality of this 
hedging 

Yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Plus500AU maintains and applies a 
written Counterparty Credit & Hedging 
Policy. The PDS includes information 
about the significant risks associated 
with CFDs and the counterparty risks 
under ASIC Benchmark-Counterparty 
Risk  

Counterparty Risk – 
Financial Resources 
Addresses whether the 
issuer holds sufficient 
liquid funds to withstand 
significant adverse 
market movements 

Yes 

Plus500AU maintains and applies 
policies to ensure it meets all financial 
regulatory obligations including the 
requirements of an Australian Financial 
Services Licensee. Further information 
can be found in ASIC Benchmark 
Counterparty Risk – Financial Resources 

http://download.asic.gov.au/media/1241444/rg227-published-12-august-2011-1.pdf
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DISCLOSURE BENCHMARK MEETS BENCHMARK? RELATED INFORMATION 

Client Money 
Addresses the issuer’s 
policy on client money 

Yes 

Plus500AU has a detailed Client Money 
policy and does not use client money 
for hedging with counterparties. 
Further information can be found in 
ASIC Benchmark- Client Money in the 
PDS.   

Suspended or Halted 
Underlying Assets 
Addresses the issuer’s 
practices in relation to 
investor trading when 
trading in the underlying 
asset is suspended or 
halted 

Yes 

In the event of an asset being 
suspended or expired, Plus500AU has 
the discretion to close out positions on 
the last price. Also, we do not allow 
new positions to be opened when there 
is a trading halt over the underlying 
asset, or where trading in the 
underlying instrument has otherwise 
been suspended in accordance with the 
rules of the relevant market. 

Margin Calls 
Addresses the issuer’s 
practices in the event of 
client accounts entering 
into margin call 

Yes 

Plus500AU maintains and applies a 
written policy in relation to margin call 
practices and our discretions relating 
to close outs. Further information can 
be found in subsection ASIC Benchmark 
Margin Calls in the PDS 

 
 
 
 

Plus500AU Pty Ltd, ACN 153 301 681, AFSL Number 417727, is the issuer and 
seller of the financial products described or available on this website. You 
can download a PDS for more information. You should consider it before 

making a decision to acquire or continue to hold our products. Trading with 
us involves risks Click here to see our full risk warning. 

  
 
 
 

  

https://cdn-main.plus500.com/Regulatory/ASIC/default/default/1564301221/RiskDisclouserNotice.pdf
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